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HON ROBIN CHAPPLE (Mining and Pastoral) [6.20 pm]: A couple of years ago, I was out on the 
Canning Stock Route, well 6, with the Yamatji Marlpa Aboriginal Corporation, representing the southern Martu 
in their ranger program. While I was there, I came across an organisation called Track Care WA Inc, which was 
voluntarily working in conjunction with the Martu to maintain aspects of the Canning Stock Route. More 
recently, I met with the new chairman of Track Care, Dr John Collins, whom I also got to know in the Pilbara. 
Track Care does a tremendous job. I was very privileged to go with Dr John Collins to Wandoo National Park 
where Track Care has been working very, very hard to repair areas of the bush and the wetlands that, 
unfortunately, had been highly degraded by people misusing the wetland for four-wheel driving. They made 
a serious mess of it. Track Care, the Department of Parks and Wildlife, the Motor Trade Association of WA, 
4WD USA and Modern Motor Trimmers set about realigning some of the tracks around the wetland and putting 
up barriers and things in place to stop people from using that area for recreational activities that should not have 
been occurring in a wetland. Although we often attack motoring organisations for some of the ways that they 
treat our environment, it is really refreshing to find Track Care working with representatives of the motor trade 
industry and doing an absolutely tremendous job. 

Having visited the site, I could see that there were certainly major problems there. I also visited another area quite 
close to there in the D4 conservation wetlands, where there has also been a significant amount of degradation. 
Track Care, along with other representatives in the four-wheel drive fraternity, is getting out there and stopping 
people who are using these areas for inappropriate recreational activities by putting in signage and explanations of 
how we should treat these areas. I think it is really commendable that Track Care is taking a lead in this role. 
Track Care has also done quite a lot of good work by collecting rubbish and doing maintenance at some of the 
beaches and areas where four-wheel drivers go. I am starting to see a real benefit from the community-led 
organisation that, in partnership with the Department of Parks and Wildlife, is delivering programs funded by the 
automobile industry to repair and educate people on using some of the four-wheel drive tracks. 

I have a fairly large four-wheel drive parked out the front of Parliament today. When we use four-wheel drives, 
we should use them responsibly. I take my hat off to Track Care, because it is lifting its game for its own people, 
but also putting in guidelines and signage and repairing damaged areas. I stand here supporting the motor 
industry in the work that it is doing to repair and manage many of the areas that we, the Greens, and many others 
in the community hold as pristine. We went out there with an esky and I was able to down a Matso’s ginger beer 
at that location, which was really good.  
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